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LUTHER LINES 
FEBRUARY 2014 

 

CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 1435 

CAMBRIDGE, OH 43725 

 

 

Council Members 

Jerry Green (Pres.) Dean Brenning (Vice ) 

Holly Lagneaux (Sec.) Ruth Robinson 

John Harmon  Kyle Cochran 

Marcy Law Janet Brockwell  

Ed Ley Liam Bates 

Laura Janes Ann Schreiner 

 
Mission Statement 

Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a 
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children. 

The Reverend Katie Kerrigan, Pastor 

pastor@christslutheran.org 

Website: www.ChristsLutheran.org 

Rita Denton, Administrative Assistant  Rita@ChristsLutheran.org  

 Office: 740-432-6036                                    Fax:  (740) 432-4133 
Shannon Shatto…..Custodian                           
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I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
           Psalm 89:2 
 

Oh, my!  This weather has certainly given us something to talk about, hasn’t it!  New phrases pepper our conversation:  

“polar vortex,” and “snowmageddon.”  Who would have thought that 10°F would be considered positively balmy?!  Will 

spring ever come?! 

As disruptive as this weather has been, however (and despite the cancellation of Sunday services this last week), the 

work of the church goes on.  Committees continue to meet and ponder the decisions that must be made (even if some 

of that takes place via email), your council continues to prepare for the annual meeting, and your pastor continues to 

care for the flock, as well as plan for worship and education, and the coming seasons.  “The guys” (the Wednesday work 

group), continue to come and fix frozen pipes and heating systems so that the building can adequately house all those 

ministries that are so vital in these disrupted times.  And we know that you are continuing to do all the things you are 

called to do to help those who are more deeply impacted by them.  We know you are checking on your neighbors 

(especially your elderly neighbors) to be sure they are safe, encouraging those who need encouraging, and providing for 

those who need help.  And that’s hard work when the weather is like this.   

We do this work as faithfully as we can because we are assured of God’s faithfulness to us.  We do this work as faithfully 

as we can as a way of reflecting God’s faithful love and care into the world.   We here at the church do this work to 

support your faithfulness.  Even if disruptions (whether they affecting our whole community or just your household) are 

keeping you from being with the community, the community continues to support you because it is created by and 

sustained by the God of faithfulness.  And we give thanks and praise to God the Father for your faithfulness in 

supporting us and the ministries of this congregation.   

    With you, in Christ’s service, 

        Pastor Katie 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 Thanks to the Congregation for a very positive response to my letter in early 

December.   We finished 2013 with a good December, in line with what our monthly 

giving should be. 

 

 As this newsletter is mailed, I am requesting that all review their stewardship 

for the month of January.   We are a week behind largely due to weather and more 

specifically due to cancellation of services this past weekend on both Saturday and 

Sunday. 

 

 No doubt other churches in the community have had to deal with high utility bills 

and low attendance or cancellations.  1/52 of our budget comes to more than $ 3,000. 

 

 Cancellation of Worship Services is rare at Christ’s Cambridge, but it was just 

plain unsafe to be on the roads this last Sunday.   I did not envision this weather 

disaster in my last communication to the parish, but this is yet another argument for 

automatic weekly giving through Thrivent Financial or one’s personal on-line banking. 

 

 I ask for your prayerful response to this challenge.    

 

 Stephen C. Heine,             Treasurer 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

FACTS AND FIGURES FROM JANUARY 

12/29  Attendance: 40   Offering: $552.00  

1/4   Attendance: 11     

1/5   Attendance: 47   Offering: $3,207.50 

1/11   Attendance: 21    

1/12   Attendance: 51   Offering: $3,070.00    

1/18   Attendance: 20      

1/19   Attendance: 46   Offering: $1,463.10 

1/25  & 1/26  CANCELLED 
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Giving in the Digital Age 
 
Many of us are handling our money differently than we used to (if you doubt this, ask a young person when 

they last wrote a check!).   In order to serve our congregation better, the Church Council is exploring new 

avenues for giving, and we’d welcome your suggestions.  Those of you who still prefer the “old school” 

discipline of cash or checks in offering envelopes are welcome to continue to do so (and thank you very much!).  

But for those of you who prefer online banking or automated payment systems, we want to make your life 

easier--please let us know what would be useful for you. 

One option, of course, is Thrivent’s Simply Giving program, offered through Vanco Services, by which you can 

set up a regular automated payment from your checking account—you determine the amount and the frequency 

(weekly, semi-monthly or monthly, and if monthly, you can decide whether you’d like your payment to come 

on the 1
st
 or the 15

th
 of the month).  Rita has authorization forms, and is happy to help you with this.  The 

authorization form even allows you to designate to particular Funds (General Fund, Building Fund, Mission 

Support, etc.).  

Even more flexible is your own bank’s online banking program—you make the arrangements yourself, online, 

and the bank cuts a check. You decide whether you want this to be a one-time payment or a regular payment, 

and determine the frequency and date.  They mail the check, and you don’t even have to pay postage!  Ask your 

bank for more information about this option—for many banks, this service is absolutely free! 

The benefit of such programs to you is that they provide you with an opportunity to make an intentional 

commitment to give to God’s mission in the world, and your giving to the church becomes a part of your overall 

management of your finances.  For many people, this is just an important as convenience.  The benefit of such 

programs to the congregation is that giving tends to be more regular and reliable, and helps to eliminate the 

“giving slumps” of certain seasons (the summer being the most notorious!) when members are out of town.   

Again, for those of you who prefer to write a check or to put cash in the offering plate, every gift is important in 

supporting our ministry.  For those of you whose financial management has moved well into the digital age, we 

are glad to accommodate you, and we seek your advice on further ways that we can assist you. 

In the end, it doesn’t matter so much HOW you give, only that you do:  “Each of you must give as you have 

made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)   

Giving hearts are open hearts:  open to God, open to one another, open to our neighbors.  Your support of this 

congregation’s ministries is deeply appreciated! 
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The Annual Congregational Meeting, Part 1, will be  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH, after worship,  

during the Congregational Potluck to Fight Hunger.  

Soup, Sandwiches, Beverages will be provided. 

Please bring a salad or a dessert to share. 

Donations for Feed My People will be matched by Thrivent!!! 

 

 

At the meeting, we will be: 

Receiving annual reports from the congregation’s committees and organizations 

Adopting the 2014 budget 

Selecting a Nominating Committee to choose nominees for Council  
to be elected at our Annual Meeting, Part II (in May) 

 

All annual reports must be submitted to the church office  

for copying and distribution 

no later than  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 
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1 Ann Schreiner    17 Derek Bell 

4 George Reed    19 Janet Brockwell 

12 Kyle Ancell    27 Braidyn Reeves 

14 Mary Bleisath 

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged to do so. Please 

write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office. 

 

***************************************************************** 
Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers: 
Mag Bamfield, Jeanne Kyllonen, Marianne Beorger, Berniece Canaday, Carol 

Cogsil, George Reed and Dorothy Woodruff 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour:  Marcy Law 

Devotions:   Ruth Robinson 

Tellers:   John Harmon and Jerry Green 

DATE 2/2 2/9 2/16 2/23 

Assisting  

Minister 

Brenda 

Dolweck 

Jerry Green Steve Heine Margery 

Gress 

Usher Law Stephenson Dolweck Thomas 

Acolyte Matthew 

Law 

Mackenzie 

Atkinson 

Kara Loader Morgan 

Atkinson 

A/V Nathan Law Mary Green Bil Kerrigan Holly 

Lagneaux 
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT CHRIST’S LUTHERAN 

Brothers and Sisters, 

A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to the good of the whole 

body, and its mission is only as strong as its willingness to step out in faith. These opportunities to 

help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled for too long, weakening both our own health and 

our mission.  Please pray about these opportunities to serve!   

        Pastor Katie 

 

 

Work Days…. 
Hmmm…..is this work?  Or fellowship?  It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are 

working! 

Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on 

projects around the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!   

The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open 

to everyone, young and old, male and female!  There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation 

the expense of contracting out this work!  If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and 

laughing that blesses shared purpose, come and join us! 

HELP WANTED 

Funeral Meal Coordinator:  This ministry is an important expression of our care and concern for 

families in grief.  The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to provide food, and oversees 

the organization of  a meal following a funeral.  Please let Ann Bell know if you would be interested 

in using your “event organizing” skills in this way.   

Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about how much 

they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11th St.  We are looking for someone who 

would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.  

This doesn’t involved going out to put the sayings up—Shannon does that.  We just need someone 

to come up with the sayings for each week, perhaps planning a month or two at a time.  Please let 

Pastor Katie know if you would like to help with this ministry. 

A/V:  Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs.  It’s pretty easy 

to learn how if you know computers.  This will be a rotating service, as we do with ushers—perhaps 

once in every 6-8 weeks.  Please let Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing to serve 

in this way. 

Nursery Attendants:  Please help us welcome children and support their parents by volunteering for 

occasional service in the Nursery.  See the signup sheet in the hallway. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING AND SHARING 

RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE! 

South Elementary collects the following items:  

UPC bar codes from Our Family products  

Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.  

Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many 

brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals, 

Glad, Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.  

Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many 

brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen 

produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes, 

Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery, 

Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.  

Printer ink cartridges 

Magazines (for children & adults) 

Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway. 

GRACE Pantry Needs in February 

GRACE Pantry needs everything! 

but especially 

Canned Fruit 

Peanut Butter 

Toothpaste 

Place items in shopping cart in Sanctuary 

February’s Focus for Giving: 

Samaritan Center of Guernsey County 

Samaritan Center is a transitional housing facility for families.  Located at the old “Degner House” on Chestnut 

Street, it houses just a few families with children while also working actively with the parents to assist them to 

a better future.  This is a relatively new effort:  the house provided shelter to its first clients in 2012, and it 

relies very heavily on the community assistance for its funding and support.  In this very cold weather, we are 

mindful of those without adequate shelter, and, in particular, the devastating effects of homelessness on 

children and their futures.  Please consider giving generously to this effort.  Checks may be made out to CLC, 

with “Samaritan Center” in the memo line, and we will send our gathered contributions at the end of the 

month. 
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

We’re planning a special night for kids 
while their parents celebrate this special day: 

Friday, February 14th, 2014 
6-10 p.m. 

Luther Fellowship Hall 
Pizza!  Crafts!  Movie! 

FUN!!!! 
Please let us know your kids are coming:  sign up sheet in the hall or call the church office! 

 
(If you’d like to volunteer to help, please let Kelli Reineccius know!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Days…. 
Hmmm…..is this work?  Or fellowship?  It’s hard to tell sometimes as we are laughing as much as we are 

working! 

Every Wednesday (we gather about 10ish), some of our guys get together for just a few hours to work on 

projects around the church—without them, this church wouldn’t be in nearly as good a shape as it is!   

The same thing happens on the third Saturday of most months (we call this “This Old Church”), and it’s open 

to everyone, young and old, male and female!  There’s always something to do, and it saves the congregation 

the expense of contracting out this work!  If you like the camaraderie of working together, the joking and 

laughing that blesses shared purpose, come and join us! 

“Let’s Eat Out” 

TUESDAY, February 4
th

 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Ruby Tuesday’s 

Note the change in the date and time of the month—

we’ve made this change for the sake of those who found 

it difficult to join us later in the month. 

We hope you’ll join us! 
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 WELCA                                                                           FEBRUARY 2014 

 

CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

All are welcome, please join us 

 

      ATTENTION 

 

THIS YEAR WE ARE INCORPORATING THE SOUPER BOWL LUNCH, 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND COFFEE HOUR TO CREATE THE 

 

CONGREGATION POTLUCK 

 

Please join us on FEBRUARY 16
th

 in Luther Hall, after service 

Donations are matched by THRIVENT = FEED MY PEOPLE 

Please bring a salad or dessert, all else provided. 

 

 
Feb. 1

st
 ELIZABETH CIRCLE Saturday at 9a.m. in church parlor. 

   Hostess and devotion leader is Mary Green. 

   Projects for the month is “Care Packages” for college students 

   and discussing the “Congregational Potluck” coming up. 

 

Feb. 4
th

 MIRIAM CIRCLE Tuesday at 1p.m. in church parlor. 

   Hostesses are Debbie Eltringham and Anne Bell. 

   Bible Study lead by Pastor Katie from the Gather magazine-Jan/Feb. 

   Session 6: WOMAN OF ENDOR, A SEER AND COMMUNICATOR. 

   Theme verse =  1 Samuel 28:7. Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out  

   for me a medium, so that I may go to her and inquire of her. ‘His servants  

   said to him,’ There is a medium at Endor.” 

 

MARCH 1
st
  Saturday WELCA GENERAL MEETING at MR’S LEE’S, 9a.m. 

   This is a breakfast and planning meeting for both circles. Drop in! 

Six other dates for your calendar: 

March 7 (?)  World Day of Prayer 

March 22 & 23 Spring Retreat, Zanesville                                                               

May 3   Spring Gathering, New Lexington              In His Service, 

June17  Joint Picnic, City Park          Pres. Anne                               

July 24 -27  WELCA Convention, Charlotte, N.C. 
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“This Old Church” … Building of Christ’s Lutheran Church 1913-1914 

There is no historical record for February 1914 
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KID’S PAGE 
 

  

 

  
 


